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 EDUCATION IN THE BUILDING OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION
Figure 6.1     Relations of Church, State, and Education
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certain freedom from persecution such as was granted to French Huguenots by Henry
IV in the Edict of Nantes in 1598 (but later revoked by Louis XIV in 1685), or to
English Puritans by the Toleration Act of 1689. The achievement of a more complete
religious freedom had to await the acceleration of modernization in Western civiliza-
tion which accompanied the eighteenth century Enlightenment.
The Broadening Structure of Social Participation
The early modern period can certainly not be termed a time of democratic revolution
in the sense that the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were, but it was a time when
a wider spectrum of social groups began to gain considerably more voice in the
political and economic affairs of some of the nation-states. The upswing in European
commerce and trade that had begun as far back as the twelfth and thirteenth centuries
literally changed the map of the world during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
In general, the free cities of Italy and northern Germany took the lead, but by the
sixteenth century the axis of commercial enterprise began to shift to the shores of the
Atlantic as the explorations of Vasco da Gama, Columbus, and Magellan opened up
new trade routes across the ocean seas rather than simply across the Mediterranean,
the Baltic, and the North Seas.
Eventually, the growing economic power of the middle classes led to a greater
political power in the major nations of Europe. Just when and how the middle classes
began to exert significant political strength has become a matter of extensive, and
sometimes heated, historical debate in recent years. The tendency has been to

